The entire book is well illustrated. The numerous diagrams, x-rays and photographs not only follow the text closely but also compliment it favorably. At times, the material is presented in a somewhat didactic, repetitive manner. However, this is a minor fault of a book that is otherwise so well written. This work presents an important milestone in the development of thoracic surgery. In addition, it constitutes a significant contribution to the history of surgery. Stockholm in 1963 to discuss applications of microbiology to urgent contemporary needs in developing areas of the world. A. Tiselius, in his opening remarks, summarizes the spirit of the conference as an "expression of the increasing feeling of responsibility among scientists toward the world situation and especially toward all the suffering of which we are increasingly aware." Hoping to stimulate new approaches to the old problems of hunger and disease, the conference and book consist of the discussions of some fifty specialists in areas as diverse as soil microbiology, food technology, antibiotics, fermentation, industrial microbiology, and economics. The humanitarian aims of the conference are well presented and adequately developed. A group of introductory lectures deals with the role of the scientist in meeting the challenge of growing social, medical, and economic needs. Many of the discussions in the technical specialties speculate on the possible applications of their areas of endeavor to global health and economic problems.
The breadth of approach results in a book that successfully provides a bit of philosophy for the microbiologist, a bit of microbiology for everyone, and a few technically detailed reports for the subspecialist; as such, the book is necessarily of somewhat uneven interest. The highly technical nature of a number of the sessions results in occasionally tedious reading for the nonspecialist, and some of the reports, lacking in pertinent detail, are far too general to hold the informed reader's attention. These faults are not major, however, and might be expected in a conference of this nature. In compensation, the lucid discussions of some of the technical areas are often fascinating to the medically oriented reader. The several articles relating to the microbiology of food production are pertinent and intriguing, and the use of microbes as energy sources has a science-fiction fascination.
Though the variation in tone and quality of writing might be expected in such a book, the frequent spelling errors and typographical mistakes are not, and they mar what is otherwise a handsome volume. Moreover, many of the tables are confusing and poorly organized. Nevertheless, this collection has much to commend it, particularly to those who are concerned with the diverse roles which the biological sciences must play in meeting the challenges of a developing world.
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